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THE ROUND-UP |

Editorial

The past two months have not been as a professional body and will in one stroke
eventful as perhaps the preceding months, be reduced to a group that requires regu-
and thus a little low on reports that cover lating. Some | am sure argue at great
Events Chronicle : the activity stage. We shall discuss some of  length that we are a lot that deserves this
. the issues that are going to effect the eco- fate, | for one strongly disagree. We need
Industry Round  -up ! nomic landscape a little later, but for now leadership and this means that we need
let us begin by welcoming home Habib to be steered in the right direction or at

! sahib after performing his Umrah. First, least in the direction where we can hold
Secretary Corner ! l etds all pray that h ourowninsociety and be counted Y
to invoke the blessing of Allah was success-  amongst professional who deliver real
Personality Profile 8 i ful and may God grant acceptance to all his value. Some painful steps need to be
Comics 9 duads. (Amin) tall:en and we need to make a start some-
where.

Member Participation

Economy & Logistics : PIFFA missed him, and | for one am really
What Loosing My Job pleased to see him back. 1) First of all we
Taught Me . There is no_doubt in my m_aed to bg in Ilne_
mind that his presence . with what is consid-
Economy Round -up . brings much skill, maturity ered to be risk proof.
and tactful handling to the . This means that if
affairs of the association. we carry something
While activities remained - on our document
low on the external front, then it needs to be
internal meetings and delib- | insured, and if you
erations, | am pleased to do not have a docu-
report retained momentum ment, the service
and many rules and new you are offering is
procedures came to not forward-
Il e ERadsg: HEger the fore. None more - paistan International Freight Forwarders Association ing, itis

cussions - so than the contro- freight bro-

versial requirement to get insurance cover- kering.
Tale of an Up -hill task . age as a prerequisite to membership re-
. newal. The editorial cannot claim to be the This is where we make a start, and it is

What you need to know . reflection of the industry will, however it is really necessary for us to be responsible

to save yourself from . necessary to bring in to sharp focus some for covering the costs of the goods up to

Internet Fraud ! of the underlying reasons for taking, whata  a certain limit. | am not sure what the

! lot of people consider unnecessary or per- committee has decided but | think USD
Consistent Policies can ! haps misdirected steps. 100,000.00 per document is fair.

Tap Pakistanéls Ec
nomic Potential

Announcements

HIGHLIGHTS

Ir?the back drop, as you are aware the new 2) we need to sign up to a compliance
OLogistical service p code, wherewe agree,thatallofuswillt i n;
to hang over the industry like the proverbial be compliant with the PIFFA code of con-

time bomb. If implemented we will be re- duct, code of legal conduct, and code of
duced once again to the ranks of a group professional conduct. This is all rolled in
unable to manage their affairs and needing to one code call ed

a watchdog body for professional oversight. codeo. I f you are

We stand to lose all respect and dignity as this is about it is very simple. The above




Editorial...

three codes covers all aspect of our profes-

sional service on how to issue bills of ladings, Those shippers not choosing wisely would
what to declare, how to address our custom- be left to their own devices and PIFFA will
ers, how to agree to be honest tax payers, not be responsible. Bottom line, we be-
how to agree to respect the law, how to or- come professional, and the public is
ganize our office and above all how to make warned to either act smartly and with
customers confident of getting a risk free compliant forwarders or with others at
service, etc, etc; so that the customer can their own risk. A win for both of us!!!!

grow and be successful in this secure frame

work. This code is in the works and will be Letds hope it all works
unveiled in the first week of next month after major step towards gaining our rightful
necessary vetting and approval by the EC. place on the economic landscape.

Now comes the interesting part, we offer this Finally, Pakistan is now 200 million. This
to every forwarder, a chance to be complaint, is huge; this is like the USA was 20 years
and what he gets in return is coverage in all ago. All those who feel the economy is
major dealings. There will be half page ads down, are not aligned to meet the chal-
that will list the compliant forwarder and ad- lenges of tomorrow or to enjoy the spin off
vise the public in their own interest to work from this size of the economy. Read a
with compliant forwarder. It will show what book called owho moved
compliant forwarders will promise, like no you will know what | mean. Wake up and
back dating, no overcharging, insured bills of take action, change and be ready to
ladings, full compensation up to a limit of change, or be wiped out. | am not being
USD 100,000.00 on default, and it will prom- the prophet of doom, quite the opposite
ise the customer constant vigilance and over- this is to point you in the right direction.
sight over the activity of the all compliant The pickings are plenty; claim your share.
forwarders and will df_slist all those who trans- Muhammad Nadeem Khan
gress from the compliant path. )

Chairman PIFFA
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5 M l & ENTERPRISES

- CHAL No. 1908
P A K I S T A N APPROVED CUSTOM HOUSE AGENTS

TOTAL TRANSPORTATION CLEARING FORWARDING & SHIPPING AGENT

T ew

Dynamic name in freight forwarding industry.

Specialized in handling all perishable / frozen cargo.
Offering services for all over the world from KICT, PICT, QICT, KPT & Airport.
Karachi Office:

Add : Room # 05-06,1" & 2" Floor, Bombay Life (Minarates) Building, Talpur Road, Karachi, Pakistan.
Tel : 0092-21-32411745, 32416498, 32415329 , 32400417 Fax :0092-21-32410894
Email : contact@hmipakistan.com , ghazienterprises1909@gmail.com Web : www.hmipakistan.com
Dubai Office:
Add : Global Network Cargo, Port Saeed Rd. behind Hyundai Showroom Deira Dubai. P.O. Box 22576,

Dubai, UAE.
Tel :0097-14-2620242 Fax :0097-14-2626244 Email : info@gncgroup.net Web : www.hmipakistan.com
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Jan30-2013

Feb04-2013

Feb07-2013

Feb08-2013

Feb09-2013

Feb15-2013

Feb21-2013

Feb22-2013

Feb23-2013

Mar-02-2013

Mar-06-2013

Mar-09-2013

Mar-13-2013

Mar-16-2013

Meeting of Standing Committee on Exports

Emergent Meeting of EC & Special Invitees on LSP Bill 2012
Meeting of Standing Committee on Trade Disputes & Reconciliation
Meeting of Standing Committee on Importd Customs Issues
Meeting of Standing Committee on Exports

5th Executive Committee Meeting

Meeting of Standing Committee on Exports

Meeting of Standing Committee on Imports & D@éonsolidators at Beach Luxuri’
Hotel

Meeting of Standing Committee on Membership Matters
Meeting of Standing Committee on Trade Disputes & Reconciliation
Meeting of Standing Committee on Imports

Meeting of Standing Committee on Membership Matters

Meeting called by Ministry of Commerce Meeting on LSP-B0lL2 in Islamabad I

Meeting of Standing Committee on Imports & D&éonsolidators
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BACKLOG OF NATO CARGO

IT has been more than eight
months since Pakistan re-
opened its ground supply
routes to the USed allied
forces, in Afghanistan, but
nearly a thousand cargo
containers are still stranded
at Karachi port, awaiting
clearance.

Meanwhile, Nato goods con-
tainers arriving at the Kara-
chi port city are a tickle of
the previous traffic for trans-
port to Afghanistan since
last November.

Pakistan had blocked all
goods supply to foreign
forces in Afghanistan since
November 2011, after
around two dozen soldiers
had been killed in a US air
strike at the Salala border
check post. The routes were
reopened in July 2012, after
then- US Secretary

State Hillary Clinton had
offered an apology for the
incident.

However, while the block-
ade was in place, US and
European governments
scouted alternative routes
for transporting fighting gear
as well as food and other
items to their forces in Af-
ghanistan,

Those systems seem to
have endured, as nearly half
of all Nato and 40 per cent
of the US cargo is reportedly
transported to Afghanistan
through the Northern Distri-
bution Network (NDN), as
well as the lIranian port of
Chabahar, by contractors
who are working for the US
and Nato forces.

Yet, those routes continue to
cost the US and Nato coun-
tries dearly. The New York
Times had claimed that us-
ing alternative routes for the
seven months, when the
blockade had been in place,
had caused the US over $1
billion in excess shipping
fees.

Meanwhile, Chaman in Balu-
chistan,and the Torkham
gate in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
had been used for transport-
ing the goods before the
Pakistani blockade went into
effect.

Yet, eight months after the
supply routes had bean re-
opened, around 879 con-
tainers with 1,007 vehicles
are still awaiting clearance
from the port. That com-
pares with 5,824 pieces,
with 3,852 military vehicles
(mostly Humvees), and
1,972 containers had been
stuck in the port since No-
vember2011, say port au-
thorities.

And so critics focus on the
loss of business activity that
was experienced due to the
closure of these supply
routes, and wonder if such
an extended period of clo-
sure was necessary. Accord-
ing to one estimate, the size
of the economy generated
due to the transport of cargo
to Nato forces in Afghani-
stan at a whopping $5 bil-
lion. Toll taxes, additional
petroleum taxes, and port
charges contributed their
share in the economy, as did
the booming local trucking,
food and services sectors.

Asad Gill, a leading freight
forwarder, observed that the
movement of transit cargo at
such a large scale did not
only generate economic ac-
tivity, but also provided Jobs
to millions of people.

He also complained that
other countries had eagerly
come to pick up the busi-
ness. The United Kingdom
has already struck a deal
with Uzbekistan to bring
back £4 billion worth of its
equipment from Afghani-
stan, as foreign troops are
withdrawn. Under the
arrangement, around
£450,000 of surplus equip-
ment would be gifted to Uz-
bekistan, claimed Gill.

Meanwhile, Babar Bidaat,
former chairman of the
freight forwarders body, said
that it was high time that the
government concentrated on
developing infrastructure,
which was a must for pro-
moting regional and transit
trade.

On the other hand, in order
to promote an efficient
transport system, the private
sector should be allowed to
openly compete with the
National Logistic Cell, which,
claimed Bidaat, was mo-
nopolizing the local trucking
industry.

The country can then focus
on laying down a massive
regional transport network,
he added.

By Parvaiz Ashfaq Rana

Courtesy : Dawn Economics &
Business Review, March 18
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Participation in FIATA Working Group on Road

Session

o Col.  Muhammad

P e Amin (Retd) of M/

/ N s. TRANSLOG

"= \ Worldwide  Logis-

. 4 tics attended
FIATA  Working
Group on Road
session held in
Zurich On 1213
March 2013 as
PIFFA representa-
tive and delivered
a presentation

mainly focusing on the following:

9 -An insight on detailed Infrastructure of
Pakistan, its capacity and road connec-
tivity to a number of regional and land-
locked Countries
-The Country's importance as Regional
Hub for South & Central Asia
Regional Trade and Potential for Paki-
stan for the development of the Region
and exploitation ofhuge mineral depos-
its in Afghanistan and CIS through Ports
of Pakistan visa-vis long Northern Corri-
dor of Russian/Caspian Ports

Opportunities & Challenges

5
'

Mr. Preto Deputy Secretary General of IRU
commented that he also has the same
conviction since years of deliberations
with other countries in the South & Cen-
tral Asia and Middle East.

Despite a number of questions on secu-
rity situation in Pakistan, the house
showed inclination toward Pakistan as
more suitable routing hub than Iran or
Northern corridor.

The working group desired that Pakistan
should make efforts to establish safe
parking places and reporting centers en
route from Karachi to border destinations
on the lines of EU where a budget of 31
Billion Euro has been planned for im-
provements.

The effort was highly appreciated by the
Chair and Participants with a remark from
IRU rep Mr. Preto and DG CLECAT Institute
that it is Pakistan having the potential for
the purpose of which the house has been
amply sensitized by Pakistan representa-
tive today.

The next meeting of the group is planned
to be held in September this year in Za-
greb.

Hi ghlights of PIFFAG8s initiatives in

ber of areas to develop the Freight For-

warding Industry
The meeting began with a welcome address
by Chair followed by approval of the minutes
of last joint meeting of FIATA WG on Road
Transportation and CLECAT Road Institute
After an overview of the current IRU activities
by IRU Deputy Secretary General and Director
General CLECAT and review of the develop-
ments on road transport security in Europe
(where a sharp increase in crimes on trans-
port routes has been observed recently), the
Chair welcomed prospects and problems of
the Non European members.
It was at this point that PIFFA representative
briefly presented the above points and in-
vited Working Groupds
that Pakistan is the only reatime land bridge
for the region and needed urgent support in
terms of FDIs to improve her infrastructure
and signing of multilateral protocols with
neighbors/CARs.
The Chair, giving his comments clearly men-
tioned that as amply explained by representa-
tive from Pakistan, a new entrant to the FIATA
WG Road Transport, it can be deduced that
Pakistan deserves to be considered as a Re-
gional Hub.

attention
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A tale of an uphill task

By :Allied Xpert Logistics

Allied Xpert Logistics, SCN members in Karachi,
Pakistan, undertook the task of moving 5000
tons of steel structures and building materials
for the cold drink Plant in Kabul, Afghanistan,
earning them the confidence of client in their
capability to handle a tough job in the region.
The cargo was a massive filler machine of

project route was designed after studying all
possible alternate routes to byass the
bridges and tunnels that required civil con-
struction of mud road and bridges. The de-
tailed studies supported in finding a feasi-
ble solution to move this cargo
from Karachi to Ka-

Length 286 Wi dth 24. 2286 bulHviaXandahal, B ¢he othdrensajorgco e d

and manufactured in Germany for a new bot-
tling plant in Kabul. The shipment was moved
from Hamburg to the Jebel Ali (UAE) transship-
ment terminal and loaded on M/V Victoria for
Port Qasim (Karachi) discharge, then trucked
1,500 Km by terrain road to the site in Kabul.
This is one of the largest cylinder shaped
filler machine and is a very sensitive
load being an equip-
ment designed with utmost precision modul

ncern was the security of the cargo, this
route being one of
the most dangerous route in Afghani-
stan with very strong militant presence.
The secure movement of cargo be-
came possible only through a proper team
work with their c | i e Afghéansteam sup-
port, the extensive and unconditional sust
enance from c | i e projetts team who
assisted in designing the route schedule and

es . The width of the cargo package ( 2 4 . 2dppointment of security convoy for the cargo.

ft) indicated the possible predicament to
move 1500km in terrain route due to massive
risk  of safety and militant attack.

Allied Xpert Logistics after conducting aoad

survey discovered that the tradition commercial
cargo route Karachi Peshawar Thorkkam -

Kabul is impossible due to the limitations of
tunnel  width,

which was not

enough to

accommodate

this  cargo.

Hence  AXL

conducted a

survey to find

the feasibility

of the alter-|

nate  routes,

with  Karachi

Chaman Kan-

dahar 8 Kabul

being one of

them, even —3

this route pre-|

sented similar g

hurdles  with

road and

bridge dimen-§

sions  falling

short to the

requirement.

Hence, the

Delivered on time and within budget, a jour-
ney of tough 1,500Km and 45 days

stuck in a no man land with the fear of mili-
tant attack and many sleepless night but
supported by unconditional and dedi-
cated man hours and a posi-
tive attitude can accomplish any challenge.

Allied Xpert Logistics
Head Office: Suite# 801 Trade Avenue, Hasrat Mohani Road, Karachi 7400(Pakistan.

T: 492-21-32414388 F: +92-21-37014385
W: www.alliedxl.com

Branches: Karachi | Lahore | Islamabad | Peshawar | Chaman | Quetta | Kabul, Afghanistan

E: info@alliedxl.com




By : Habibullah A. Latif
General Secretary PIFFA

Emergent Meeting of Executive Committee Members and

The Emergent Meeting of
EC Members and Special
Invitees held on February
4, 2013 deliberated Logis-
tics Service  Providers
Regulatory Authority Bilb

2012 which would focal
point of discussion in a
meeting called by Ministry
of Commercelslamabad.

Past Chairman Mr. Moin
Ahmed Malik gave a de-
tailed briefing on how dif-

Special Invitees

ment circles aimed to
bring Freight Forwarders
into a regulatory regime
by pressurizing Shipping
Lines not to accept FF B/
L and petitions filed by
Exporters in the Sindh
High Court challenging
legality of BL/HBL. Sub-
sequently our legal coun-
sel submitted draft Car-
riage of Goods by Sea Act
and draft LSP Regulatory

ing the Court that these
regulatory  mechanisms
will address the issues
raised in the petition.

After long deliberation
the house noted that the
LSP Regulatory Authority
Bill has many flaws; that
inclusion of exporters on
BoD is wrong and there-
fore resolved that the Bill
in its present form is not
acceptable.

ferent forums & Govern- Authority Bill and assur-

The Trade Organization A& 2012 recently passed by the Parliament and signed by the
President of Pakistan has replaced Trade Organization Ordinardc2007.

Committee Meeting updates

The EC unanimously approved to collect
Specimen Signature Cards once at the
time of Membership.

EC Member Mr. Muhammad Asif Khan
who is also Convener of Standing Commit-
dation proposal whereas Mr. Asim €€ on Membership Matters appraised the
Saeed Khan was given the charge to house that renewals for the year 2013

engage Port Qasim and KPT for LCL 2014 will be scrutinized by his Committee
Transshipment facility in and around before issuance of renewal certificates;
port area. this proposition was endorsed by the
house.

5th Executive Committee Meeting
The 5th Executive Committee Meeting
discussed In detail LCL Transshipment
Hub initiatives and authorized Mr. Abdul
Majeed Paracha to pursue Bahria Foun-

Standing Committee Meetings

During the period FeBMa r & 2S1ahding Matters also conducted two (2) sessions
Committee of on Exportsheld three (3) wherein besides reviewing new membership
meetings to formalizeCode of Conducfor applications, it received briefings on Marine
Consolidators and Freight Forwarders. Umbrella Liability Insurance & E&O Cover from
The Standing Committee on Trade Dis- representatives of Shaheen Insurance Com-
putes & Reconciliationheld two (2) meet- pany Ltd and Jubilee General Insurance.

ings and reviewed about 12 dispute cases. Standing Committee on Importscalled three
The Committee conducted four (4) joint (3) meetings wherein Committee Members &
hearings wherein parties involved were De-Consolidators received presentation from
called and heard in person with a view to Convener that elaborated ways to reduce costs,
resolve the issues amicably. increase revenue and yet stabilize rates

The Standing Committee on Membership




Mian Tarig Mehmud
Profile

Mian Tariq Mahmud, is the founder and Chairman
of The TAQ Organization (TTO), one of the premier
groups in the field of freight forwarding and logis-
tics in Pakistan. The group has countrywide of-
fices, employing over 1000 professionally edu-
cated and trained persons.

A law graduate of the University of Punjab, Mian
Tariq opted for the profession of freight forwarding
in 1969. It is essentially due to his commitment to
professionalism and institutionalism that after 40

years TTO continues to stand tall in the industry.

Winner of numerous national and international

awards and trophies, TTO has earned respect
both at home and abroad as an institution of

merit. The training academy of TTO set up in mid
nineties conducts programs in transportation and
logistics to meet the professional requirements of

the company and beyond.

Mian Tarig Mahmud is the only professional in
Pakistan to hold FIATA Diploma of Competence
based upon experience in Freight Forwarding. He
was given the Lifetime Achievement Award of
PIFFA, in recognition of his services to the freight
forwarding industry, presented by the Chief Trade
Facilitation Section of UNCTAD and Manager ABV
FIATA in 2011. Mian Tariq is member of Chartered
Institute of Logistics & Transport UK Pakistan
Chapter. He is a member of IMMTA and has the
honor of solely representing this world trade body
of professionals at WTO Conference at Cancun in
2003. He has the distinction of participating in
many international conferences of the trade, in-
cluding events of UNCTAD Geneva.

Personality ROUND -UP

He was elected Vice Chairman of PIFFC from 1995
to 2000. He has been Chairman of the Advisory
Board of Management Association of Pakistan and
has served on its Executive Committee. He was
the Director of State Life Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan and Director of a commercial bank of
Pakistan for seven years. On the environment and
community side he is an active member of Lahore
Conservation Society and the Horticulture Society
of Pakistan. A happy family man Mian Tarig has 2
highly qualified sons and a daughter, all of whom

are married and well settled in life.
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Beware of internet based fraud

Keep your eyes open and follow some
basic checks to protect yourself from Inter-
net based fraud.

You will no doubt still be getting -enails
offering you a share of millions of dollars if
you authorize the sender access to your
bank account. These started as letters and
then changed to emails and since then we
have had various overpayment scams (the
teddy bear scam, the wedding dress scam,
etc.) and other similar fraud attempts with
washed cheques and stolen credit cards.
More recently many forwarders are receiv-
ing demands for payments that appear to
he sent by IATA. These used to be quite
crude with email addresses that were obvi-
ously suspicious (e.g. iata@ gmail.com) but
they seem to have become more sophisti-
cated lately with emails that have fake
IATA suffixes (i.e.@iata.org).

A major problem for freight forwarders
that truck goods around Europe has been
the emergence of fraudulent organizations
that use internet cargo clearing sites to pin
point and steal valuable loads. A recent TT
Club case study illustrates the issue. A for-
warder received a lasininute order for a
cargo of automotive akconditioning units,
with collection clue three days later. Due to
the short notice period and unavailability of
the regularlyused haulier, the forwarder
searched the internet and found the con-
tact details of a prospective carrier. After
telephone contact was made with the pro-

spective carrier, the forwarder received

. reassurance in the form of state registra-

|tion documents purporting to show the

. prospective carrier as a bona fide legal

| entity, as well as a certificate of registra-

.tion with the Tax Authorities. The for-

warder granted O0Ac

-and provided the collection details. The

|cargo was picked up as arranged hut

. vanished, along with the carrier. The

| theft resulted in a claim ofii 105,000.

There are a number of lessons to be
learned from this incident. The company
name of the prospective carrier was not tin
any blacklist or warning site- however, no
request was made for copies of insurance
details or company profile, and the state
registration and other documents that were
received were not checked with the rele-

vant authorities.

We have had a number of cases reported
to us this year where a bogus carrier has
been subcontracted and the goods have
disappeared into thin air. In one instance
two full trailer loads of beer were stolen and
the bogus haulier bad provided insurance
documents that looked excellent however
the UK forwarders insurer (who now checks
all insurance documents for the forwarder)
could identify tale tell signs that they were
not genuine. In another incident the insur-
ance documents seemed genuine but had
been obtained with a stolen credit card.

Both BIFA and the TT Club have advice
items tin their respective websites detailing
good practice when sokcontracting. Some
basic checks are as follows although these
are not exhaustive and the more you do the
better you will be protected:

flUse established Carriers but be sure to
use fax and phone numbers from your own
records to make sure that you are really
dealing with whom you have in the past; the
legitimate carrier.

qif you are forced to use a new carrier
look at the email address provided to see if
it contains a domain name. Be wary of Ya-
hoo or Hotmail addresses. Make sure that
faxes contain first and last names of indi-
viduals you are dealing with.

findependently research phone and fax
numbers for the carrier you are about to
use. Use Google and other web search/
telephone directories to get a telephone
number. Call that number to talk to the
staff member in question and to verify the
commitment to the load.

Try to get a number plate number for

U tkhifer to be 8sked. Th lisQhe dnly ddy ¥ng

police can put out a search if something
goes wrong.

Verify with shipper at time of loading that
the correct truck and trailer are there.

The more checks you make the safer you
are and never forget that many forwarders
have been fooled by websites that look
genuine but in fact are simply criminals
cleverly masquerading as genuine firms.

Courtesy
FIATA Review N0.96. March 2013




